10-11.20pm UK time

6 January 2015-01-07, Monthly Skype
Present: Jeevan, Pam, Address, Khumbo, Ian, Radha (joined later, due to poor internet connection) and Obindra

Apologies: Deepak.

Nepal
· Obindra have an update on Nepal, the work that he and Radha have been doing over the past few weeks including their meeting at ADRA, CARE and Suahara (USAID funded nutrition project). 

· Obindra will be going to the field to Jajarkot and another district where Care is working for a period of 8-10 days, starting mid-January. He is to prepare fieldwork plan, and share it to team members, and team members are to give comments/feedback. It was discussed and decided that it was important to spell out the purpose of the fieldwork, and the plans during the 10 days. (Action for team and Obindra)
· Jeevan will be in Nepal from 4 Feb until 26 Feb 2014. He would like to be able to go to the field during his visit, and it is likely that this will be a Suaahara project (plus Aama programme). 

· Jeevan will take part in South Asia regional consultation on maternal health that is taking place in Kathmandu on 5-6 February. Other participants from Nepal include Dr Sharad Onta and Dr Aruna Upreti. The meeting will offer networking possibilities in addition to being an ethnographic site.

· First instalment of fund has come through to Nepal. 

· Obindra to check with Deepak and the IT person on the status of website and storage facility. (Action! Obindra and Deepak)
Malawi
· Khumbo and Address to meet on 7 January to come up with a strategy for data collection on case studies in Malawi. (Action for Khumbo and Address!)
· Address to talk to Fannie as well as get sounding from others in her network to understand what transpired RBF4MNH to decline participation on our study. (Action for Address!)
· Jeevan to send phone number of David from Save the Children, so that Khumbo can contact him. (Action for Jeevan, and for Khumbo! Update: Jeevan sent that to Khumbo as of 8 January)
· It was discussed that SSDI was going through major changes, and is a complex project, which might make it difficult for us to study.

· Address to get sounding on SSDI, as it is going to major changes with the new Chief of Party etc.  (Action for Address!)
· Address and Khumbo proposed that we study UNC project as it was accessible and was in Lilongwe. Radha mentioned that this project was similar to Cyril’s project in Blantyre, so we wait for discussion between Khumbo and Address and the decisions they come up with.

· Address to check if her payment has come through (Action for Address! Update: yes it has come through).

· Kumbo to remind Dr Alfred for sending invoice for second instalment. (Action for Khumbo, and then for Alfred!) Jeevan has already sent him instruction for speedy processing of invoices.  

General update: Those in Edinburgh are meeting on 15-16 January to review the overall progress made so far, by looking through the data collected so far, and plan for the next steps. Also, the meeting will review conceptual and analytical issues for the project. 
