Project team monthly Skype meeting/ New Norms and Forms: April 7, 2015

10 am in Edinburgh, 11 am in Lilongwe and 2.45pm in Kathmandu
Present: Jeevan Sharma, Ian Harper, Khumbo Mandambwe and Radha Adhikari

Points discussed:

Malawi update: 

· Khumbo and Jeevan updated on Malawi side of the project. Jeevan, Pam and Khumbo visited a number of organisations in Malawi recently and Jeevan has circulated a summary of this field trip. 
· A detailed work plan for Khumbo (period covering until early June 2015) has been drafted, and circulated. 

· Jeevan has obtained Malawi resource mapping document and will email it to the team member (if possible as an attachment). 

· Jeevan updated on funding modalities in Malawi and the recent cashgate scandal. 

· Discussion on emerging themes: production and use of evidences (Jeevan’s note on Suaahara project (Nepal) and their reporting mechanism is very relevant); Technical Assistance and what does it entail? (Ian’s note from his recent visit to Nepal suggests that technical support has become the mechanism through which foreign organisations and companies maintain their entry and hold on Nepal.; Parameter of Maternal and Child Health - one interesting example is that while nutrition and Family Planning are considered as components of MCH in Nepal but they are not part of MCH in Malawi; diversity of non-governmental organisations (in Malawi and Nepal) national politics and emergence of such organisations particularly activist organisations. 
Nepal update: 

· Obindra has circulated his recent Nuwakot field visit report. 

· Ian and Obindra had two interviews, one with Save the Children Nepal staff and other one at DFiD staff in Department of Health in Teku. Obindra is still to send interview notes. 

Forthcoming Seminar and Conference presentation: 

· BNAC Study Day, April 16-17 in SOAS London by Jeevan and Pam

· Emotional Geography Conference in UoE in June 2015, Pam and Radha

