NOTES FROM THE NEWSPAPER
MALAWI’S VICE PRESIDENT FACES ARREST OVER CASHGATE CORRUPTION SCANDAL
 
Source: Malawi 24 newspaper, 5th may 2014

The days of Malawi’s vice president, Saulos Chilima, are finally numbered as the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) which has been tailing the vice president over his alleged money laundering dealings with a convicted Cashgate criminal, Maxwell Namata concludes its investigations.
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Picture of vice president: Saulos Chilima
Leaked documents which also detail corrupt activities of several well-known Cashgate suspects corner the vice president, pinning him to a wall with President Peter Mutharika’s nod being the last step before the graft busting body pounces on the vice president.
“The role played by Mr. Saulosi Chilima in facilitating laundering of these proceeds of serious crimes should be thoroughly investigated and charges should be brought against him ranging from aiding and abetting theft, aiding and abetting money laundering including the more serious charge of money laundering itself as he accepted money from an individual who he should have duly known that commensurate with his sources of income, could not afford buying the house in area 10 or indeed provide cash-capital for the farm produce business” reads part of the document released by the ruling party’s fugitive, Allan Ntata.
Malawi24’s attempt to establish the authenticity of the documents which were filled in 2013 proved futile as ACB’s publicist, Egrita Ndala, was not picking up her phone after several attempts.
But in his own take, the DPP’s confessed sympathizer and self-styled anti-corruption activist who recently asked government to arrest Malawi’s ex-president, Joyce Banda, over her alleged role in the Cashgate scandal, questioned the vice president’s integrity, saying “[Chilima], a man we have hitherto known to be smart and independent thinking is now suddenly doing the brainless political dance and condoning high-level corruption and blatant governance failures”.
He however, hints on external pressure on the graft busting body: “it is [also] clear that the ACB has gone to great lengths to find construct a chain of corruption that links Maxwell Namata to the current vice President”.
President Mutharika’s is yet to send a strong message regarding his commitment to fight corruption. We revealed recently that the president employed Cashgate tactics to aid the squandering of Malawi Saving Bank‘s resources by business magnet, Leston Mulli, a financier of Mutharika’s DPP.
It is therefore unlikely that the president would nod to the ACB’s request to nab Chilima if the dossier and allegations are indeed valid.
MPHWIYO SHOOTING: COURT TO STATE CHARGES OF THE ACCUSED.

Source: Malawi 24 newspaper, 11th aprial 2015
High Court is on April 28th set to rule whether or not individuals suspected to have been behind the shooting of former budget director Paul Mphwiyo have a case to answer before the court.
This comes after prosecutors wrapped up parading its witnesses on Friday in the case.
After the case has gotten adjourned to April 27th and the next day, the court will make a ruling whether the accused have a case to answer or not.
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Mphwiyo (C) case still on in court
Earlier this week, former Justice Minister Ralph Kasambara who is one of the accused in the attempted murder of Mphwiyo blamed the State of doctoring additional cases to the suspects.
The case failed to resume last week after presiding Judge Michael Mtambo failed to turn up for the case as he was in Ethiopia where he was being sworn-in as Judge for Common Market for East and Central Africa (COMESA).
Kasambara made the claims on Tuesday when the High Court resumed hearing the conspiracy case of Mphwiyo where Kasambara and his co-accused are being suspected to have attempted to kill former Budget Director at his residence in area 43 in Lilongwe on September 13, 2013.
During court hearing yesterday, Kasambara also accused Director of Public Prosecution (DPP) Mary Kachale of trying to tarnish the image of the suspects.
“They want the public to believe that we are bad people by faking cases which we never committed,” he said.
Kasambara was referring to the recent arrest of Robert Kadzuwa on charges that he was involved in series of robberies that happened in the Eastern District of Mangochi.
In reaction to the development, Kachale said that she is not to blame for the additional cases the suspects are being accused of.
“It is the responsibility of the police to arrests law breakers not my office and the suspects should know that we are not arranging the cases,’ she said.
Another twist to the case came when Mobile telecommunications operator Airtel Malawi gave testimony in the case on call logs which showed that shooting suspect McDonald Kumwembe was within Malawi before and after Mphwiyo’s shooting on September 13 2013 contrary to his passport details.
Furthermore, the testimony from an Airtel Malawi official also shows that the third suspect, Pika Manondo, was in the country after the shooting, contrary to a position made by the defense.
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Kasambara claims other cases are being doctored
Mary Kachale asked the court that the identities of the Airtel Malawi witnesses should not be mentioned in the media but rather that they be identified by their employer, but presiding Judge Michael Mtambo did not make any ruling on the matter.

MPHWIYO SHOOTING CASE: STATE MISSES OUT ON REVOKING BAIL OF KASAMBARA, OTHERS 
28th Aprial 2015: Malawi Breaking News

In addition, the Airtel official told the court that prior to the shooting on September 12 2013, Kumwembe travelled from Bvumbwe in Thyolo through Zomba, Dedza then Biwi Triangle in Lilongwe.
Said the official: “Our system is able to trace the call from where it is calling, how long the call was, despite the caller using a different line. We just trace the serial number on the phone [handset]. Using our towers, we are able to even follow the caller.”
According to Airtel Malawi, Kumwembe’s call log, whose mobile number is 0999226214, cell towers recorded that the suspect was around Bvumbwe in Thyolo on September 12 but moved from there to Lilongwe via Zomba road.
“My interpretation of the caller records show that the owner was in Bvumbwe during the morning of September 12 and was in Lilongwe in the evening the same day. Our towers detected calls made around Namadzi in Zomba and also calls made around Dedza and later in the evening another call was recorded by a tower around Biwi in Lilongwe,” said one of the witnesses.
The call logs also show that Kumwembe was communicating with mobile number 0999918198, which according to court records, belongs to one of the suspects Pika Manondo.
Airtel Malawi’s testimony also cemented an earlier deposition by lead chief investigator, Kankhwala Chilinda.
The state still maintains it wants the case to end by May this year.

In the ongoing crackdown in the shooting case of  former budget director Paul Mphwiyo, the High Court in Lilongwe has dismissed an application made by the state to revoke bail suspects involved in the attempted murder case of
Initially, Director of Public Prosecution Mary Kachale applied to the Lilongwe High Court before presiding judge Michael Mtambo that the suspects’ bail must be revoked fearing the suspects interference with state witnesses.
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Mphwiyo case still going on in court.
“My Lord I pray before this court that bail for the accused be revoked because there are ‘mafia like operations’ happening to interfere with the state witnesses in this case”, said Kachale.
Kachale who earlier withdrew her application, reapplied after some witnesses turned against the state by refusing to testify against the accused despite earlier acceptance to do so.
One of the state witnesses who refused to testify and was dubbed by the court ‘hostile witness’ Robert Chalunda told the court during last hearing that he does not know the accused in any way and he only read in the press about them.
When Kachale played an audio recording about his earlier willingness to testify against the accused Chalunda disowned the audio before the court.
During cross examination one of the defense lawyers Gift Mwakhwawa asked Chalunda whether he was influenced by the state to testify against the accused to which he replied ‘yes’ before the court.
Making his ruling on Monday Justice Mtambo said the state failed to provide sufficient evidence that the accused are interfering with witnesses in the case.
The accused include former justice Minister Ralph Kasambara, Pika and Dauka Manondo, Robert Kadzuwa and Macdonald Kumwembe who are accused of attempted murder for shooting at Mphwiyo in 2013 at his home Area 43 in Lilongwe.
[image: Mphwiyo shooting case: State misses out on  revoking bail of Kasambara, others]
Kasambara with others will know their cases today.
During the hearing Kasambara and Mwakhwawa told the court that the state has nothing concrete against the accused apart from a script machination from Mphwiyo.
Kasambara said the state is basing its arguments on lies as evidenced that call logs as purported by Airtel Malawi failed to prove whether numbers used by suspects to call each other on the day Mphwiyo was shot belonged to the accused.
He went further to tell the court that evidence given by one police officer and Kasambara’s maid proved that Mphwiyo and Kasambara met twice at Kasambara’s house when actually Mphwiyo refused to have had a meeting with Kasambara at his home.
The court will this on Wednesday state whether the accused have a case to answer or not in the case.

LUTEPO’S CASHGATE TRIAL RESUMES ON MAY 25 

Source: Malawi 24 newspaper, 6th may 2015

The trial of Cashgate chief suspect, Oswald Lutepo, who feigned madness to free prosecution resumes on May 25, after a two month break for mental assessment of the accused..
The court set the date as independent medical doctors and psychiatrists declared him sane and sound to stand trial.
This was in contradiction to recommendations made by Lutepo’s personal doctor who said the confessed money launderer was unfit to stand in court a decision which prompted the the High Court to direct Lutepo’s examination from independent experts.
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Lutepo’s case resumes in two weeks time.
The experts in reporting back to the court said Lutepo is mentally fit and was just feigning the mental sicknesses o avoid prosecution.
While maintaining that his client is not mentally well, Lutepo’s lawyer Oswald Mtupila has said he will not appeal against the findings. Lutepo is answering money laundering charges. He named the former Malawi leader, Joyce Banda, as the major beneficiary of the looting
On March 6, presiding Judge Redson Kapindu adjourned Lutepo’s case following his lawyer’s plea to have his client examined by professional doctors on his mental health.
However, medical reports released and presented to Zomba High Court of April 16 by two independent doctors who conducted the medical assessment of Lutepo’s mental health proved that he is mentally okay and ready to stand trial.
The development forced the presiding Judge, Kapindu to declare Lutepo fit to stand trial and he asked the State Prosecutor led by Director of Public Prosecution (DPP) Mary Kachale on the matter to make an application for the resumption of the case within 14 days.
In his ruling on Monday, Kapindu said the court will start hearing the case on May 25.
Commenting on the matter after the ruling, Kachale said she was happy that the case has returned to court after a long time break.
Kachale further disclosed that on May 25 government will prove that Lutepo has a case to answer.
“On the day we will be ready to prove that the suspect indeed stole money from government coffers,” she said.
Last week, the High Court in Lilongwe acquitted Lutepo and two others from conspiracy to murder former Budget Director Paul Mphwiyo.
The court also found former Justice Minister Raphael Kasambara and two others with case to answer on the case.

Reflections
Maxwell Namata was working under ministry of lands and he is now in jail for 7 years because of money laundering and he is the owner of that house in area 12 that was occupied by Clinton foundation. He invested in her sister who is the owner of the house in area 12, she also have a mansion in area 47, new area 43 and uncompleted upstairs in area 43. By the time she was building all this she was not working but she build 3 houses in a space of 2 years. All these are her sisters property but I personally do not know his properties, his wife is next on line to be convicted her case is in court as well. This was pathetic, it is painful to some of us Malawians who can’t even complete a house nor by a plot within a space of a year yet people use our taxes for selfish reasons. 

The amount of money that they declare  to the public that have been stolen it is not actually the actual amount and even the 7 year sentence it is not enough comparing to the damage caused. We do not have enough drugs in the hospital especially government hospitals, people from the village are suffering, they cannot be allocated money for local development fund there by drinking bad water and having inaccessible roads, like the dowa trip we went with Jeevan and Pam , they can testify the situation out there simply because one selfish district commissioner misused local development funds.
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