FIELD VISIT TO CHAUGWADULA AND CHINOWA VILLAGES
I went through the visitors’ book for DAPP office and I saw that they have been visited by a lot of people from CHAI, DFID, DREAM, DAPP, Partners in Health, and Ministry of health –Neno District health Officer.  This is good since they are being visited by various partners who can play different roles in this project through sharing of knowledge and experiences. 

We arrived at Dowa DAPPs office at exactly 14:40 pm and we stayed for about 8 minutes since we found that they were already prepared for the field trip. We started off using the M1road as we going to Mponera then we took the road that goes to Dowa boma, we drove for about 5 kilometers and branches to the right going to meet the support group of group village headman Chauwamgwadula. The village is more like a wetland because we could see still water everywhere. They grew different types of cash crops. I.e. tobacco, ground nuts and maize. They grow different  types of vegetables in their gardens to balance their diets and source income with the help from DAPP under the project called scaling up nutrition. DAPP does provide the seeds and extension services to the farmers. They are also encouraged to source the seeds of indigenous vegetables locally since they are very nutritious compared to the ones offered by DAPP. We went to a garden of one of the support groups, we met with 5 people, 2 women and 3 men and there were a number of kids gathered. There was also an Irish potato farm close to this garden. People from the support group started singing songs as a way of welcoming visitors and even the message in their songs was all about welcoming visitors. They sang in vernacular language ‘alendo akatifikira, tiwalandile ndi manja awiri, adzatisangalatsa kuchokera kwaoko’ meaning when the visitors have come, we need to receive them with two hands because they have come to put smiles on our faces’.

The program manager for DAPP Sheena introduced the team and the visitors and then this was how the interaction transpired.

KM: We want to know how your support group started?

We identified a garden and we announced for membership and people started joining, we started with 20 people but we are now 43 members, 15 men and 28 women.

KM: Who manages this place?

It is managed by all of us we have a time table.

KM: Who owns this place?

The place is for rent, as a group we made contributions and identified this place.

KM: Why did you choose this place?

We chose this place because it is close to water source and it also has good soil.

KM: What do you do with the vegetables produced from this garden?

We do sell and the money is used for supporting social services like funeral within the members of the club and if one member is sick we do take some money to assist the member with hospital bills and food. We do also use the vegetables to supplement to our diets.

JS: How much do you get after selling?

We get 15,000 only because we do not sell all, we priotize on home consumption since DAPP is teaching us all these thing for us to balance our diets 

JS: How long have you been working together?

3 years

JS: Since 3 years do you allow some members to join?

Yes we do as I said earlier we started with 20 individuals but we are now 43.

Comment from Sheena

Last year when we were starting we were distributing soya for porridge to everyone to combat malnutrition and now we have stopped but they are still surviving since they are making their own porridge from the soya that they are producing in their gardens and homesteads.

JS: The rains are not predictable and now that they have stopped, how is it going to affect you?

We have made initiatives for survival i.e. the gardens.

JS: It’s been 3years, is there any improvement as a group or as individuals?

Yes we are progressing since we unite and this has helped us financially and physically.

KM: How do you share vegetables?

We share equally and if a member has complained that she or he does  not have relish in his or her home even if it is not time for sharing we do consider the request.

KM: How do you divide work? And what do you do if someone didn’t work as planned?
We have groups and we work weekly that is to say one group per week and we normally meet on Tuesdays as I said and if we do not have a meeting on Tuesday we go to the garden and work together as a team. We have bylaws and we do charge absentees with the fees of K100.

JS: What are your plans?

We planning on growing soya sell it and buy a land where we will build a house that will be used for meetings.

JS:  Apart from DAPP, are there other NGOs working in this area?
No 
JS: Do you come quite often to meet these people?

The field officer: yes, am a full time field officer, I use motor bike for transport. Am the one teaching them on the garden preparation and management as well as how to prepare nutritious food
Overall impression/ reflection
· The DAPP team was so welcoming and cheerful.

· The supporting group seems to have learned a lot of things from DAPP.
· The garden was so small I do not think the information they told us is correct, that they do sell up to 15,000 and consume some vegetables.

· It seems the DAPP team took us to their model group.
After having a chart with this supporting group we went to group village headman Chinowa, this village is kilometers away from the first village we visited it also branches off the main road and it takes 27 kilometers to reach the village. We arrived at exactly 16:30 pm and the whole village made some noise, singing songs some young boys were carrying the branches of trees, women and young girls were dancing showing how happy there were to receive visitors and from my observation I suggest they do not receive visitors regularly apart from the DAPP field officer because of the conditions of the roads and that is how they welcomed us in such manner. We were directed to where the meeting was conducted welcomed by DAPP volunteers and chiefs, we were seated and the village DAPP volunteer who introduced the chiefs and made few welcoming remarks, then he handed over to Sheena who introduced the visiting team and made few remarks and stretched the reason for the visit.  The group village headman  made remarks and he talked about  how they have improved tremendously from DAPP  teachings and extension services, they have been taught how to make gardens, make tip taps and efficient stoves, they no longer experience mal nutrition because of the knowledge  from DAPP and soya porridge incentives that was being provided last year, he even asked those children who were malnourished before DAPP came in ,to stand so that we could see that they are no longer malnourished. He also challenged us that even if we can go there unannounced they cannot be frightened because they are putting into practice all that they have learnt from DAPP.  They had some concerns that even though DAPP is doing a good job by helping  them combat malnutrition by balancing the diet, they have poor water sources and they have only one source of  clean water , a borehole that is used by a lot people from 9 different surrounding villages, so it does not make sense In having good food but preparing using bad water, he urged if they could be assisted with extra one or two boreholes because bad water can make children to suffer from diarrhea and mixed with malnutrition then there is no work done. The chief also mentioned that the community based organization CBOs have run out of flour for porridge to assist the younger children. He also urged us that the schools are very far away that they have to walk up to 3 hours to access the school of which it is not good for younger children so if at least they could be assisted with a kindergarten or few blocks for primary education for younger children from standard one to five so that they grow a little bit to access the full primary school near the main road.

We were directed to the sites where there was tip taps, the gardens and the efficient stoves, because of the time we thought of dividing ourselves into groups and be directed to the household and verify on the ground. I went with one volunteer who took me to a certain house hold where I saw a tip-tap, gardens with beds covered with grass to protect the seed from the sun because they had just sown the vegetables. We also went to see the efficient stove and it was in a traditional kitchen with 2 fire places, the owner said it is been over a year since she started using the stove and she has saved a lot of firewood and has saved her from the trouble of going everyday to look for firewood. The efficient stove is made from cow dung or manure, soil and sand. The cow manure keeps heat and even If there is no enough fire wood they can still make a meal out of that because the stove always has heat. She also said she can take a week without lighting fire because the fire is always there in the stove she just adds firewood.

After visiting the sites for the garden, tip-tap and efficient stoves we all gathered to say goodbye to the community, we found that they had started playing traditional music using locally made instrument from bottle tops, tins and other locally found material, they were little girls who were dancing to the music and it was fun and it was not easy to say good bye. DAPP volunteer made remarks on how the family planning system started, he reported that people liked the idea and a lot of household registered and they have saved a lot in terms of resources and time because previously they used to go to Lumbadzi health center just to get extension services. The numbers of individuals to access the family planning services is increasing monthly and as of now they have referred 4 people to the hospital to access family planning services.

Sheena made closing remarks and asked me to make closing remarks on behalf of the visiting team; I did in a deep vernacular language thanking them on their time and warm welcome.

Overall reflection / impression
This village is very far away with bad road that I have never seen before, I have done a lot of community work but I have never encountered a road as bad as this road was. It consists of different villages with one primary schools and one borehole to carter for the whole area. This area looks as if it is sidelined because it is not developed as other villages I have seen; maybe it is because it is very far away from the main road with a bad road. normally the villages in Malawi are allocated a certain amount of money for local development fund and I heard that the district commissioner of Dowa embezzled the funds amounting to 33 million Kwacha and this made the government to withdraw from assisting Dowa making this area victims of circumstances and am sure that if the funds were available they could have made a difference. The agricultural systems that they use in this area are very old, the whole area people are still planting maize with more than 4 seeds per whole I did not see any sasakawa practice in this area and yet they say they have got an agricultural extension worker.

NB: Sasakawa is an agricultural practice where you plant one seed per whole if they have not germinated you replant or do gapping and this system is being practiced in Malawi for over ten years and it is working very well with bumper harvest.

